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Introduction 

This report is a compilation of 
visualizations generated in December 
2018 with the Vermont Housing Data 
website’s on-line community profile 
tool.  Most of the visualizations 
compare housing data for the Village of 
Essex Junction to the Town of Essex and 
Colchester—locations selected in 
consultation with Village staff. These 
community profiles display data and 
vetted community housing needs 
indicators based on a variety of national 
and Vermont-based sources. 

The visualizations in this report 
represent much, but not all, of the 
information provided to Vermont 
Housing Data website visitors on line at 
www.housingdata.org/profile.  With the 
web-based tools available on line, site 
visitors can apply a wide array of 
filtering options, such as viewing 
estimates for subpopulations like 
renters and owners. Web-tools only 
available online also allow the site 
visitor to hover over data and view 
important meta-data, such as the 
reliability rating of estimates from the 
American Community Survey. 

The Vermont Housing Data website was 
redesigned in 2017-2018 by Vermont 
Housing Finance Agency with funding 
from several partners. The project’s 

largest funding source was a Vermont 
Community Development planning 
grant from the Vermont Department of 
Housing and Community Development, 
in cooperation with the Village of Essex 
Junction, which acted as a municipal 
sponsor.  

Other funders of the Vermont Housing 
Data website redesign project include 
the Vermont Association of 
Development and Planning Associations, 
AARP-Vermont, the TD Foundation and 
Champlain Valley’s Office of Economic 
Opportunity Thriving Communities 
initiative. 

Vermont Housing Finance Agency 
operates the Vermont Housing Data 
website and conducts housing research 
in addition to administering its core 
home purchase and rental financing 
programs because it closely aligns with 
the agency’s mission of promoting 
affordable, safe housing opportunities 
for low- and moderate-income 
Vermonters.  
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Chittenden County
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Households by tenure
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Population
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Number of individuals

Chittenden 2018 Children (under age 18)
Young adults (age 18 to 24)
Adults (25-54)
Adults (55+)
Adults (Unreported Age)

192

58
36

60
13

Age

Source:
Institute for Community Alliances

Description:
This data is collected in the Annual Point In Time
(PIT) Count  or One Night Count of the homeless.
It is conducted each January by the  Vermont
Coalition to End Homelessness and the
Chittenden County Homeless Alliance.  The count
takes place overnight and counts only the literally
homeless. This includes individuals in shelters,
transitional housing, hotel rooms purchased
using public funding, or living outdoors. It does
not include those at risk of homelessness or living
with friends or family (couch surfing).

The PIT count inevitably underrepresents the
total number of homeless. In 2017, the number of
homeless individuals who received services
throughout the calendar year was roughly three
times the number counted in the PIT count.

Note that in 2018, Grand Isle and Essex Counties
conducted the count but recorded zero homeless
individuals.

Homelessness estimates from one
night count

Vermont 2018 1,291

Year
2018
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Owners
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Race of householder - All
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Age of householder - All
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Year householder moved into home - Owners

Vermont Housing Finance Agency, 2018 13



Colchester
Renter

Essex
Renter

Essex	Junction
Renter

1990
to
1999

2000
to
2009

2010
to
2014

2015
or
later

1979
or

earlier

1980
to
1989

1990
to
1999

2000
to
2009

2010
to
2014

2015
or
later

1979
or

earlier

1980
to
1989

1990
to
1999

2000
to
2009

2010
to
2014

2015
or
later

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

%
	o
f	t
ot
al
	h
ou
se
ho
ld
s

25.2%

58.4%

12.5%

3.9%

18.9%

71.5%

0.3% 0.9% 1.2%

7.2%

26.0%

62.3%

0.4% 1.4% 1.9%
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Location
Vermont
Addison	County
Bennington	County
Caledonia	County
Chittenden	County
Essex	County
Franklin	County
Grand	Isle	County
Lamoille	County
Orange	County
Orleans	County
Rutland	County
Washington	County
Windham	County
Windsor	County
Addison
Albany
Albany	Village
Andover
Arlington
Arlington	Village
Ascutney
Athens
Averill

Household	type
Owner
Renter

Source:
U.S.	Census	Bureau:	American	Community	Survey	5-year	estimates	(Table	B25038),	2016

Description:
The	householder	refers	to	the	person	(or	one	of	the	people)	in	whose	name	the	housing	unit	is	owned	or	rented	or,	if	there	is	no	such	person,	any	adult
member,	excluding	roomers,	boarders,	or	paid	employees.	If	the	house	is	owned	or	rented	jointly	by	a	married	couple,	the	householder	may	be	either
partner.	A	housing	unit	is	defined	as	owner	occupied	if	the	owner	or	co-owner	lives	in	the	unit,	even	if	it	is	mortgaged	or	not	fully	paid	for.	All	occupied	units
which	are	not	owner	occupied,	whether	they	are	rented	for	cash	rent	or	occupied	without	payment	of	cash	rent,	are	classified	as	renter	occupied.

Year	moved	into	home
1979	or	earlier
1980	to	1989
1990	to	1999
2000	to	2009
2010	to	2014
2015	or	later

Year householder moved into home - Renters
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All households
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Location
Vermont
Addison County
Bennington County
Caledonia County
Chittenden County
Essex County
Franklin County
Grand Isle County
Lamoille County
Orange County
Orleans County
Rutland County
Washington County
Windsor County
Addison
Albany
Albany Village
Andover
Arlington
Arlington Village
Ascutney
Athens
Averill
Avery's Gore
Bakersfield
Baltimore
Barnard
Barnet
Barnet Village
Barre City
Barre Town
Barton
Barton Village
Beecher Falls
Bellows Falls
Belvidere
Bennington
Bennington Village
Benson
Benson Village
Berkshire
Berlin
Bethel
Bethel Village
Bloomfield
Bolton
Bradford
Bradford Village
Braintree
Brandon
Brandon Village
Brattleboro
Brattleboro Village
Bridgewater
Bridport

Source:
U.S. Census Bureau: American Community Survey 5-year estimates (Table B19001)

Description:
Household income refers to the total compensation or wages received by all members living in the same household, prior to tax deductions. A household
includes all the people who occupy a housing unit as their usual place of residence.

Location Year Household income

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16%

% of total households

Colchester 2016 Less than $10,000
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $19,999
$20,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $29,999
$30,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $44,999
$45,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $59,999
$60,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $124,999
$125,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $199,999
$200,000 or more

Essex 2016 Less than $10,000
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $19,999
$20,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $29,999
$30,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $44,999
$45,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $59,999
$60,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $124,999
$125,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $199,999
$200,000 or more

Essex
Junction

2016 Less than $10,000
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $19,999
$20,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $29,999
$30,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $44,999
$45,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $59,999
$60,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $124,999
$125,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $199,999
$200,000 or more

13.3%
13.4%

11.4%

2.7%
4.2%

3.9%
3.6%

4.6%
4.3%

4.1%
5.0%

2.6%
8.6%

6.3%
6.3%

5.5%

10.7%
14.8%

14.4%

4.1%
4.0%

2.8%
2.3%

3.4%
3.5%

5.4%
5.1%

3.6%
6.1%

8.4%
6.4%

4.9%

14.9%
12.8%

6.3%
6.4%

2.2%
3.6%

4.2%
4.0%

5.1%
6.0%

3.7%
6.7%

9.6%

5.9%
5.6%

2.9%

Household income (all households)
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1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Year
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Unemployment rate

Vermont

2017

Chittenden
County

2017

Colchester

2017

Essex

2017
Labor force
Employment
Unemployment
Unemployment rate 3.0%

10,382
334,378
344,760

2.3%
2,182

93,463
95,645

2.2%
239

10,658
10,897

2.2%
275

12,229
12,504

Location
Vermont
Addison County
Bennington County
Caledonia County
Chittenden County
Essex County
Franklin County
Grand Isle County
Lamoille County
Orange County
Orleans County
Rutland County
Washington County
Windham County
Windsor County
Addison
Alburg
Arlington
Bakersfield
Barnet
Barre city
Barre town
Barton
Bennington
Benson

Location
Vermont Chittenden County Colchester Essex

Source:
Vermont Department of Labor

Description:
The labor force includes all civilian non-institutional population classified as employed or unemployed. The employment figures from this data source are an average of
the monthly employment figures for the calendar year.  The unemployment rate is the percentage of unemployed members of the total civilian labor force within the
given geographic region.

Year
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001

Labor force
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Description: For towns, the price-to-income ratio is the ratio of a town's median non-vacation 
home price to the county's median household income. For counties, the price-to-income ratio is 
the ratio of the county's median non-vacation home price to it's median household income. The 
"Affordability limit" is the price-to-income ratio when it takes exactly 30 percent of a household's 
income to cover monthly housing payments, assuming 5% down payment, and average interest 
rates, insurance premiums, taxes and closing costs. Towns and counties with median prices above 
this limit are likely to be largely unaffordable for the average county resident looking to buy a 
home. 
 
Note: Towns with very few homes tend to have few home sales. This can skew median home sale 
prices, resulting in extremely high or low price to income ratios that may not accurately reflect 
real market conditions.
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Description: For towns, the price-to-income ratio is the ratio of a town's median non-vacation home price 
to the county's median household income. For counties, the price-to-income ratio is the ratio of the 
county's median non-vacation home price to it's median household income. The "Affordability limit" is 
the price-to-income ratio when it takes exactly 30 percent of a household's income to cover monthly 
housing payments, assuming 5% down payment, and average interest rates, insurance premiums, taxes 
and closing costs. Towns and counties with median prices above this limit are likely to be largely 
unaffordable for the average county resident looking to buy a home. 

Note: Towns with very few homes tend to have few home sales. This can skew median home sale prices, 
resulting in extremely high or low price to income ratios that may not accurately reflect real market 
conditions.
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Median gross rent
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Housing wage

Location
Number of
bedrooms

Chittenden County 0

1

2

3

4

$36,800

$44,840

$57,680

$76,840

$81,000

Income needed to afford an apartment

Location

Number of bedrooms

0 1 2 3 4

Chittenden County 371%352%264%205%168%

Housing wage as a percentage of minimum wage

Location
Number of
bedrooms

Chittenden County 0
1
2
3
4

$17.69
$21.56

$27.73
$36.94

$38.94

Number of bedrooms
0
1
2
3
4

Housing wage

Source:
National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), Out of Reach report
http://nlihc.org/oor

Description:
The Housing Wage is the hourly wage a household must earn while working 40 hours a week to afford a rental housing unit at HUD's Fair Market Rent (FMR) and pay
no more than 30% of its income towards housing costs.  HUD Fair Market Rents (FMRs) are the 40th percentile of gross rents for typical, non-substandard rental
units occupied by recent movers in a local housing market.  30% of income is the federal standard of affordability.

The income needed to afford an apartment at HUD's FMR is calculated by multiplying the FMR for the number of bedrooms by 12 to get the yearly rental cost and
then divide by .30 to determine the total income needed for the unit to be affordable.

The Housing Wage as a percentage of minimum wage  is calculated by dividing the housing wage by the Vermont minimum wage and multiplying by 100.

Note: The Housing Wage is the same in Chittenden, Franklin, and Grand Isle Counties because those counties form the Burlington-South Burlington metropolitan
statistical area (MSA). HUD sets a single FMR for MSAs.

Annual income
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HUD Fair Market Rent and 50% Rent
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Location Year Vacancy type
Data reliability
rating

Number of
vacant units

Colchester 2016 For rent Use with caution
Rented, not occupied N/A
For sale Use with caution
Sold, not occupied N/A
For seasonal, recreational or occasional use Fair
For migrant workers N/A
Other vacant Use with caution

Total vacant units
Essex 2016 For rent Use with caution

Rented, not occupied N/A
For sale Use with caution
Sold, not occupied Use with caution
For seasonal, recreational or occasional use Use with caution
For migrant workers N/A
Other vacant Use with caution

Total vacant units
Essex Junction 2016 For rent Use with caution

Rented, not occupied N/A
For sale N/A
Sold, not occupied Use with caution
For seasonal, recreational or occasional use Use with caution
For migrant workers N/A
Other vacant Use with caution

Total vacant units

109
0

47
0

371
0

142
669

36
0

117
22

8
0

24
207

36
0
0

22
8
0

24
90

Year
2016
2010
2000
1990
1980

Location
Vermont
Addison County
Bennington County
Caledonia County
Chittenden County
Essex County
Franklin County
Grand Isle County
Orange County
Orleans County
Rutland County
Windham County
Windsor County
Addison
Albany
Albany Village
Andover
Arlington
Arlington Village
Ascutney
Athens
Averill

Vacant housing units

Source:
U.S. Census Bureau: American Community Survey 5-year estimates (Table B25004),  U.S. Decennial Census (for years 2010 and earlier)

Description:
A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.  A
housing unit is vacant if no one is living in it at the time of interview. Units occupied only by persons who are staying two months or less and who have a
more permanent residence elsewhere are classified as vacant. Seasonal, recreational, or occasional use units are units used or intended for use only in
certain seasons or for occasional use throughout the year. Interval ownership units, such as timesharing condominiums, are included in this category.  New
units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing units if construction has reached a point where all exterior windows and doors are installed and
final usable floors are in place. Vacant units are excluded from the housing inventory if they are open to the elements or display a sign that they are
condemned.
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 - All households
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Total units Units in single-family buildings Units in multi-family buildings

Location Year Permit type

0 20 40 60 80 100

Housing units

Colchester 2017 Total units
Units in single-family buildings
Units in multi-family buildings

Essex 2017 Total units
Units in single-family buildings
Units in multi-family buildings

Essex Junction 2017 Total units
Units in single-family buildings
Units in multi-family buildings

87
38

49
59

31
28

103

97
6

Source:
U.S. Census Bureau: Building Permits Survey (via the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development)

Description:
A building permit is the approval given by a local jurisdiction to proceed on a construction project. Statistics on housing units authorized by building
permits include housing units issued for privately-owned residential structures. A residential building is a building consisting primarily of housing units.
In a new building combining residential and nonresidential floor areas, the Census Bureau includes the residential units, even if the primary function of
the entire building is for nonresidential purposes.The Census Bureau defines multifamily buildings as residential buildings containing units built one on
top of another and those built side-by-side which do not have a ground-to-roof wall and/or have common facilities (i.e., attic, basement, heating plant,
plumbing, etc).

This data set contains only permits issued, and does not indicate whether units were construction was actually put into construction for the period
shown. However, current surveys indicate that construction is undertaken for all but a very small percentage of housing units authorized by building
permits. A major portion typically get under way during the month of permit issuance and most of the remainder begin within the three following
months.

Not all areas of the state require a building or zoning permit. This data set includes only areas that require a permit.

NOTE: When both towns and their villages appear in this report, they are assumed to be separate permitting entities. Therefore, village numbers are NOT
ADDED to town numbers in this profile.

Building permits
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County City/Town Development name
Number of
apartment
complexes

Total
apartments

Single room
occupancy

(SRO) units

0 bedroom
units

1 bedroom
units

2 bedroom
units

3 bedroom
units

4 bedroom
units

5+ bedroom
units

Chittenden
County

Colchester 309 Ethan Allen Apartments
Arbor Gardens Phase I
Brookside Apartments LP
CARES Housing
Ethan Allen Apartments
Holy Cross Senior Housing
Point School Apartments
Winchester Place

Essex Cedar's Edge Apartments
Essex Town Center
Hawk's Meadow Apartments
Monarch Apartments
Town Meadow Senior Housing
Whitcomb Terrace
Whitcomb Woods

Total

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

6
5
0
6
0
3
2
0

142
0
4
9
2

31
22
13

0
0

36
17

9
8

13
10

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

148.0
5.0

40.0
32.0
11.0
42.0
37.0
23.0

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
4
0
0
0

5
3
5

20
25
16
23

60
16
43

6
24
28

7

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

65.0
19.0
48.0
30.0
49.0
44.0
30.0

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

002632027700623.015.0

Apartments by number of bedrooms

Source:
Vermont Directory of Affordable Rental Housing (DOARH)

Description:
Apartments that have received project-based public subsidies are categorized number of bedrooms in the apartment unit.

Apartments with project-based public subsidies
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Apartments by features and eligibility

County City/Town Development name
Number of
apartment
complexes

Total
apartments

Accessible/
adaptable

units

Units with
permanent
supportive

housing for
the homeless

Units with
permanent
supportive

housing for
other types of

tenants

Units limited
to disabled

tenants

Units limited
to tenants

aged 55 and
older

Units limited
to senior or

disabled
tenants

Chittenden
County

Colchester 309 Ethan Allen Apartments
Arbor Gardens Phase I
Brookside Apartments LP
CARES Housing
Ethan Allen Apartments
Holy Cross Senior Housing
Point School Apartments
Winchester Place

Essex Cedar's Edge Apartments
Essex Town Center
Hawk's Meadow Apartments
Monarch Apartments
Town Meadow Senior Housing
Whitcomb Terrace
Whitcomb Woods

Total

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

40.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

6.0
1.0
4.0
2.0
8.0
3.0

37.0
1.0

148.0
5.0

40.0
32.0
11.0
42.0
37.0
23.0

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

0.0
19.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

64.0
0.0

48.0
0.0

24.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

6.0
19.0

0.0
0.0
2.0

44.0
0.0

65.0
19.0
48.0
30.0
49.0
44.0
30.0

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

19.0176.00.00.00.0133.0623.015.0

Source:
Vermont Directory of Affordable Rental Housing (DOARH)

Description:
Subsidized rental housing units are categorized by apartments featuring features or services for specific groups of tenants, or by apartments that may only be rented to specific groups of tenants.
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Apartments by project-based rental assistance source

County City/Town Development name
Number of
apartment
complexes

Total
apartments

Project Based
Rental

Assistance

Section 8
Project Based

Assistance

Public
Housing

 Rural
Development

Section 521

Project Rental
Assistance

Contract
(PRAC)

Moderate
Rehab

Chittenden
County

Colchester 309 Ethan Allen Apartments
Arbor Gardens Phase I
Brookside Apartments LP
CARES Housing
Ethan Allen Apartments
Holy Cross Senior Housing
Point School Apartments
Winchester Place

Essex Cedar's Edge Apartments
Essex Town Center
Hawk's Meadow Apartments
Monarch Apartments
Town Meadow Senior Housing
Whitcomb Terrace
Whitcomb Woods

Total

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0

0
5
0
0
8
0
6
0

148.0
5.0

40.0
32.0
11.0
42.0
37.0
23.0

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0.0
0.0

40.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
5
0
0
0
0
0

64
5

40
0
0
0
0

65.0
19.0
48.0
30.0
49.0
44.0
30.0

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

040.00011128623.015.0

Source:
Vermont Directory of Affordable Rental Housing (DOARH)

Description:
Apartments that have received project-based public subsidies are categorized by  funding source for rental assistance for tenants. Developments may have multiple sources of rental
assistance funding.
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